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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-13 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) K Claim(s) 1.2.6.8.10 and 12 is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) 3.4 and 13 is/are rejected. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
CLAIMS 
Summary 

Claims 1, 3, 12 and 13 are tine independent claims under consideration in this 
Office Action. 

Claims 2 and 4-1 1 are the dependent claims under consideration in this Office 

Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 3, 4 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hidetaka et al. (JP2002-078996). 

Hidataka et al. teach a cloth holding device. A cloth piece is held between an 
upper frame member (presser frame) 16 and a lower frame member (support frame) 15. 
An aperture 23 is provided in the upper member in register with the aperture 25 in the 
lower member for allowing a needle to pass and provided a pattern on the cloth being 
held by the holding device. Means 12 are provided for attaching the holding device to a 
pantograph which moves the frame when providing the pattern. The upper frame 
member is movable toward and away from the lower frame member and each include 
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an attachment unit comprising magnetic attracting means 35 and 40 (figure 4, for 
example) for securing tine upper frame onto the lower frame and causing an attraction 
between the upper frame and the lower frame. A further switching unit 41 is provided 
for switching the attachment unit from an attached position to and unattached position. 
The switching unit pushes the upper frame from the lower frame for causing the 
magnetic means to distance itself from the lower frame. 

ALLOWABLE SUBJECT MATTER 

Claims 1,2,6,8,10 and 1 2 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

Claims 5, 7, 9 and 1 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

PERTINENT CITATIONS 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Inteso and Ledencian illustrate magnetic means used for 
attaching first and second frame members. Murphy and Jennen et al. illustrate frames 
including attachment means passing through and holding materials on the frames. 
Gallik et al. illustrate upper and lower clamping members including attachment means 
with threaded caps. Schilling et al. teach a frame including upper pressing members 
and lower support frame pieces. 
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INQUIRIES 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to Ismael Izaguirre whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4987. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Welch can be reached on (571) 272-4996. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Ismael Izaguirre/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3765 
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